
Public Arts Board Minutes 
 

Rooms 202 & 203 Birmingham City Hall – October 17th, 2018 

 
A. Roll Call: 

 
Members Present:  Rabbi Baruch Cohen, Monica Neville, Linda Wells, Barbara Heller, 

Mary Roberts, Anne Ritchie, Amelia Berry (Student), Cole Wohlfiel 
(Student) 

 
Members Absent:  Jason Eddleston 
 
Administration:  Brooks Cowan, City Planner 

 
B. Approval of Minutes – August 15th, 2018 
 
Barbara Heller mentioned that “Marshall Fredericks” was missing an “s”. Motion by Linda Wells, 
Second by Barbara to approve minutes. 

 
Yeas: 6   Nays: 0  
 
The motion carried. 

 
C. Sculpture Donation 

The Sculpture “Michigan Spring” by Jim Miller-Melburg was donated to the City of Birmingham by 
the artist’s representative James Robb. Doug Kosich of the Library Board said the members of 
the Library Board like the sculpture and would be open to placing the sculpture on their property. 
Members of the Public Arts Board were also in support of recommending the sculpture for the 
location at the Library. A motion to recommend the sculpture “Michigan Spring” for the Library 
Location was made by Linda Wells, seconded by Anne Ritchie. 

Yeas: 6   Nays: 0  
 
The motion carried. 

 

D. Committee Report 

The Public Arts Board committee reports began with the Alleys and passages groups. Rabbi 
Baruch Cohen indicated that his group still needs to come up with a proposal for an art in the 
alley event that includes a basic outline of ideas. Once this is put together they would like to 
schedule a meeting with property owners. Getting together as a group is step one for them. 

The branding group shared their poster design that includes multiple photos of City sculptures. 
They are still waiting on addendum signatures from artists and City Commission approval.   

Public art tours and lectures indicated changes for the public art map and indicated that plans 
are a work in progress. They would like to see the map uploaded to the website. They would also 
like a QR code on the map that links to the art board website.  

Art gallery tours had no update. 



Artistic self-expression discussed potentially participating in Winter Market. 

Free pianos prioritized locations as the Amphitheatre in Shain Park, Panera, Clark Hill Alley, 
Birmingham 8 Theater, and then Vinotecca. Just one piano seemed reasonable at the time. 

 

E. New Business 

Two paintings by Gretchen Maricak were donated to the City by the artist’s representative Russell 
Dixon. The Public Arts Board determined that it generally does not deal with determining painting 
locations within Birmingham’s municipal building. Staff indicated they would ask around if anyone 
would like to have a painting to go in their office and then let the Russell Dixon know. 

The Public Arts Board considered the electrical box in front of Birmingham 8 Theater as potential 
site for a sculpture. It was determined that doing so was impractical but that it would be good 
site for a painting design. The Board decided they would evaluate how other cities around the 
world have painted their electrical boxes in the next meeting. 

Communication 

Kroger was told they had to install Soundheart by the end of the month or they would receive a 
ticket for failure to comply with Site Plan Approval. 

Robert Lobe received approvals from City departments for his installation at Booth Park.  

 

Comments 

Cindy Rose expressed concern about the City’s current sculpture loan policy. She believes making 
the artist pay for installation and removal of loans reduces the likelihood of artists to loan their 
sculptures to the City. She would like to see a policy brought forth that assists artists with the 
installation and removal process. Members of the Board agreed with this sentiment. Staff agreed 
to bring fort potential solutions to this issue at the next meeting. 

 

F. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm  

 

        ____________________________ 

         Brooks Cowan 
         City Planner 
 

 


